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Successes in Sycamore Township Five Years Post-Pandemic 
As we look back at the events of 2020 and beyond, it is hard to  
believe what life was like during the COVID-19 pandemic. We were all 
met with sudden changes to our lives at work and home. There was a 
lot of fear and anxiety about how the impact of the pandemic would 
affect life moving forward. In Sycamore Township, your elected officials 
and their support staff confronted those challenges head-on, continuing 
to move forward with our commitment to providing quality services and  
beautifully maintained roads and parks. 

We hope you will read all of the articles within this special issue of the 
Sycamore Quarterly which describe the effects of the pandemic and how 
each one of our departments adapted to overcome adversity and took  
advantage of relief funding from the State and Federal levels to benefit our  
community. 

•  	Full-service Fire & EMS and police protection for our residents and business community

• 	 A first-rate public works department:

		  - One of only six out of 49 total jurisdictions in Hamilton County to offer a curbside fall leaf pickup program. 
		    Sycamore Township is one of the few remaining local governments offering free sidewalk replacements. Most 
		    other local governments hire a contractor to fix the sidewalk and then bill the property owner or require the 
		    homeowner to fix the sidewalk themselves. 
		  - Annual Trash Bash and document shredding, monthly brush chipping, compost giveaways
		  - Well maintained roads and sidewalks 

• 	 Beautiful, well maintained, active parks with many amenities

•	 The only Township that does not charge a fee for common residential zoning permits such as fences, decks, pools, 
	 and sheds. 
	 (Article continued on Page 2)

Sycamore Township is a large urban Township operating on an approximately $30 million budget. The goal of the 
Board of Trustees has always been to provide top-notch services for our residents at a low cost:

Low Taxes, Quality Services
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Successes in Sycamore Township Five Years Post-Pandemic 

(Article continued from Page 1)

The fact that we deliver so much to our 
residents is even more notable when you 
consider that Sycamore Township has not 
had a property tax levy on the ballot since 
2006 and has the lowest property tax rate of 
any (urban) non-rural township in Hamilton  
County. For residents in Sycamore Township,  
approximately 10% of the property 
tax bill goes to the Township.  Prop-
erty owners in other Hamilton County  
townships pay anywhere from 16%-30% 
of their local tax bill to their township. For  
example, the owner of a $250,000 home 
in Sycamore Township pays only $446 in 
local jurisdiction taxes The next closest 
township charges almost double that.   

How Do We Do It?
 
So how does Sycamore Township do it? How do we offer a variety of quality amenities and ser-
vices for our residents and keep taxes low? Your Board of Trustees has always maintained fiscal  
responsibility.  During challenging times, the Board has proven again and again there are other ways to 
raise revenue to maintain and expand services without asking the voters to raise property taxes. Two 
examples of alternative funding are Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and Joint Economic Development 

Zones (JEDZ), both of which generate  
revenue for the Township from the  
business district and not our residents.

Sycamore Township was the first Township 
in the State of Ohio to utilize Tax Increment  
Financing which is now the most popular 
form of economic development. To date, 
Tax Increment Financing has been used 
to fund over $100 million in infrastructure  
improvements throughout the Township. 

Unlike a city, a Township cannot collect an  
income tax. Sycamore Township took  
advantage of the opportunity to create Joint  
Economic Development Zones as an alter-
native funding source. These agreements 
created four JEDZ in the Kenwood Busi-

ness District allowing the Township to partner with adjacent municipalities to generate revenue from  
commercial businesses within the JEDZ districts. Even after the shift to work from home for many  
employees since the pandemic, these four districts generate about $6.5 million in revenue for Sycamore 
Township annually.
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Grants are another source of income for Sycamore Township. It takes a lot of time, effort, and  
paperwork to write grant applications, but it is worth it when we see the results of the last five years. From  
Federal Covid Relief Funds to Community Development Block Grants, grants from the Ohio Public Works  
Commission, SORTA, and many more, Sycamore Township has been awarded millions of dollars in fund-
ing to make improvements to our roads, parks, and sidewalks.

 

The value of services offered to residents for the tax  
dollars collected is second to none in Hamilton  
County. Township roads are well-maintained and 
functional; sidewalks have been repaired and  
expanded to make our community both  
pedestrian-friendly and safer. Our parks are  
beautifully landscaped and offer walking paths,  
playgrounds, ball fields, and more for the enjoyment of 
all.  First responders in Sycamore Township have modern  
equipment and the necessary training to offer the best 
care for our residents and business community. As we 
reflect on the state of Sycamore Township five years 
post-pandemic, your Board of Trustees is proud to say 
that there is still “More in Sycamore!”
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Letter from the Trustee

ELECTED OFFICIALS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Greg Bickford, Administrator
513-792-7254 gbickford@sycamoretownship.org

Beth Gunderson, Assistant Administrator/HR Manager
513-792-7248 – bgunderson@sycamoretownship.org

Mary Tenorio, Finance Director
513-792-7256 – mtenorio@sycamoretownship.org

Sycamore Township Administrative Offices
513-791-8447 – info@sycamoretownship.org
www.sycamoretownship.org

Tracy Kellums
Trustee

Jonathan T. Deters
Fiscal Officer

Tom Weidman
Vice-Chairman

ADMINISTRATION

Spring has finally arrived with the hope for warmer weather, green 
grass, and blooming flowers. It was a long, cold, and snowy winter 
but that didn’t stop our crews from working or Township projects from  
progressing. January brought one of the largest snowfall events we 
have seen in years! While other communities were snowed in for days 
or even weeks, the residents of Sycamore Township were able to 
travel safely. I’d like to express my gratitude to our road crew for their 
hard work and dedication to keeping Township streets clear for our  
residents. 
The Euclid Road Sidewalk Project was completed this winter and, despite 
the weather, has been getting a lot of use. On the personnel side, we 
spent much of the winter months conducting an extensive search and 
interview process for a new Assistant Fire Chief. Mike Fronimos was 
selected from a pool of extremely qualified candidates and began 
his duties in February. Assistant Chief Fronimos has over 30 years of  
experience in fire and life safety. Mike comes to us from Fort Gratiot 
Charter Township Fire Department in Michigan. Welcome to the 
Township family, Mike!
By the time you receive this newsletter, there should be a couple of 
other projects that have begun. First, the Kenwood Road Rehabilitation 
Project will be underway. This project extends from the intersection 
of Montgomery Road north to the Blue Ash Corp. line and includes 
new sidewalks, walls, curbs, and resurfacing, and will be funded  
primarily through a $4,195,528.00 grant. You’ll see construction in the 
northern section of the Township too as the Kemper Road Sidewalk 
Project begins. This project extends from Baen Road east to Snider 
Road and is part of our efforts to improve pedestrian connectivity  
throughout the Township. The Township received $1.2 million in addition-
al grant funds for this project. Our team is always looking for funding 
to improve Township infrastructure while keeping your taxes some 
of the lowest in the county. As always please drive carefully and be 
patient through construction zones.
Several other events are coming to the Township this spring  
including, my personal favorite, the National Day of Prayer at noon on 
Thursday, May 1st  in front of the Township Administration Building. 
I invite you to please come out and join us! The Township will  
continue our tradition of hosting the annual VFW Memorial Day Parade 
along with the City of Deer Park and the Village of Silverton. The 
parade route begins in Silverton at the old Train Depot, makes a stop 
along the way at Chamberlain Park in Deer Park, and ends at Bechtold 
Park in the Township. Please see our website for the registration form 
if a group you belong to would like to participate in the parade.
Looking ahead to summer will be the return of the Touch a Truck Event 
on Saturday, June 14th at the Township Complex on Kenwood Road. 
The Touch a Truck was held for the first time in 2024 and was extremely  
successful in its inaugural year. Look for this fun event for the whole 
family to be bigger and better this year! Be sure to mark your calendar 
for the Tire Discounters Festival in Sycamore on July 18th and 19th 
featuring Allman Brothers and AC/DC tribute bands on Friday night, as 
well as Shooting Star and the return of Mark Farner’s American Band 
on Saturday Night. This is a family-friendly event with plenty of food 
and the popular “Ride for 5” where the kids get to ride festival rides 
all night for just $5.00. The Festival is always a great time had by all!
As you can tell, a lot is going on in the Township during the  
warmer months! I look forward to seeing everyone out and about at 
these events and throughout the Township. On behalf of my fellow 
Trustees Tracy Schwegmann and Tom Weidman, along with Fiscal 
Officer Jon Deters, I would like to wish you all a healthy and safe year. 
Remember “There’s More In Sycamore, except taxes!”
Tracy Kellums, Trustee

Tracy Schwegmann
Chairman

Brush Chipping Program
April 5/May 3/June 7
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Behind Township Administration Building 
8540 Kenwood Road

National Day of Prayer
May 1
12:00 p.m.
Township Administration Building 
8540 Kenwood Road

Spring Compost Giveaway
May 10
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Hartzell United Methodist Church
8999 Applewood Dr.

Touch a Truck
June 14
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Behind Township Administration Building 
8540 Kenwood Road
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Planning & Zoning

A significant impact of the COVID 19 pandemic was its negative effect on  
commercial areas. Office buildings became ghost towns as the majority of 
people stayed home to work. Retail stores lost customers while consumers 
shopped for everything from clothing to groceries online. These changes were 
concerning at the time as the business district is crucial to the economic vitality 
of Sycamore Township. Fortunately, five years after the pandemic, Sycamore 
Township is still the most sought-after community for retail and office enter-
prises. A recent report from the Hamilton County Auditor showed that as of 
2024, the Kenwood area of Sycamore Township is now the most valuable area 
for commercial real estate in all of Hamilton County outside of the Cincinnati 
Central Business District.
Kenwood Business District Retail
The Kenwood Towne Centre has gained several exclusive retailers, and Kenwood remains the premier shopping destination 
in the region. Since 2020, notable tenant additions to the Kenwood Towne Centre include Gucci, Watches of Switzerland, 
Tiffany and Co., Swarovski, and Ray-Ban. All are new to the market tenants with their only Cincinnati presence in Kenwood. 

This trend continues with exciting additions coming in 2025 including new 
restaurants The NorthStar Café and Mi Cozumel  along with the January 2025  
announcement that Apple will be investing  $4.5 million into the renovation of 
its Apple Store at the Kenwood Towne Centre. 
Other significant developments in the area include the 161-unit, $150  
million Aspire Kenwood Apartments, and mixed-use development across 
from the Kenwood Towne Centre which opened in 2022. This addition to 
the business district includes Condado Tacos and the 134-suite Residence 
Inn by Marriot. Around that same time, Midland Atlantic began renovation 
to refresh Kenwood Place, located adjacent to the Aspire on Kenwood Road 
and rebranded it as The Offices at Kenwood Place. This cleared the way for 
Charles Schwab to open a location there in 2023. 
Northern Sycamore Township Growth and Investments
In the northern section of the Township, commercial growth and investment 
have also continued at a steady pace. Recent developments include Northlake 
Commons, built in 2024 at the corner of E. Kemper Road and Northlake Drive 
offers over 35,000 square feet of small office space. The Kids First Sports 
Complex  has also constructed a new building to house The Campus at Kids 
First, a daycare center. In addition to the commercial development, Paragon 
Ranch Luxury Apartments is currently under construction on Grooms Road. This  
development will have 300 luxury residential units built in a modern farmhouse  

architectural style with other deluxe amenities such as a pool, individual workstations, a fitness center, a golf simulator, and a 
pet spa.
Benefits of Planning and Zoning 
The attractiveness of Sycamore Township to commercial development is an asset to our community. Not only is it convenient to 
have restaurants, shopping, and medical offices close to home, but the Township has leveraged economic development strate-
gies such as Tax Increment Financing and JEDZ/JEDD to generate significant alternative funding for roads, safety services, and 
more which directly benefits our residents, without raising property taxes. 



Five years after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is now hard to believe that there was a  
period of time when playgrounds were closed, and our residents did not get to fully enjoy our  
beautiful parks! When the playgrounds finally re-opened, Township crews were kept very busy  
cleaning the restrooms and playground equipment every day.

Wi-Fi, Restrooms, & More!

We did not allow that to bring down our spirits and continued to work and plan to improve our  
public parks in the most fiscally responsible way possible by utilizing COVID relief funds and seeking 
alternative grant funding for parks and recreation projects. Thanks to COVID relief funding, Wi-Fi 
was installed in all public parks in the Township, along with improvements to facilities and restrooms 
including touchless faucets, bottle fillers, and hand sanitizer dispensers.

Playground Upgrades

In 2022, a new playground was constructed at the Sycamore  
Township Administration Complex on Kenwood Road. Featuring a  
variety of swings and large play and climbing structures for big and 
little kids, this playground is now a popular destination for the many 
young families who walk along Kenwood Road. This was also the  
location for the Township’s first-ever Touch a Truck event held 
in 2024 which featured maintenance and police vehicles, fire 
trucks, and a helicopter landing! We look forward to a repeat 
of this popular event on June 14th. 

A Community  Development Block Grant made a big dent in the cost of new playground equipment at 
Bechtold Park in 2021. At Bob Meyer Park near the Sturbridge subdivision, playground improvements 
were spear-headed by Trustee Tracy Kellums and Parks Supervisor Jason Petty with input from Sturbridge  
residents and were completed in 2024. 

Grounds & Shelters

With the opening of the new Graeter’s Ice Cream on  
Montgomery Road in Kenwood, Kenwood Gardens has certainly gained  
popularity! In 2024, the Township completed a Beautification  
Project there so people can enjoy  lovely new landscape beds and picnic  
tables as they relax in the green space or enjoy an ice cream cone.

The Township took advantage of several grant opportunities to make  
improvements to Bechtold Park in the last five years. COVID  
relief funds will be used to pay for the 2025 Bechtold Park Shelter 4  
Reconstruction Project. This is the last of the four picnic shelters at 
Bechtold Park to be updated. All four shelters are available for resi-
dents to rent and enjoy for a small fee! 

The total cost of the playground improvements, shelter reconstruction, and beautification project was 
$598,000. Of that amount, $319,000 (53%) was paid with grant funding and the remaining $279,000 
(47%) was funded through TIF dollars generated by the business district. 

Events

The COVID pandemic also caused a temporary halt to popular events at Bechtold Park. The annual Dillonvale   
Luminaria was greatly missed for a couple of years. Residents in Dillonvale and throughout the Township 
were thrilled to have it back to enjoy hayrides to view holiday lights, Christmas Carols, and visits with  
Santa.  Five years after COVID, we are happy to have residents out enjoying the beauty and amenities of 
our many parks!
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Parks and Recreation
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Parks and Recreation

Friday, July 18th

Hells Bells, the #1 AC/DC Tribute Band!
The Almond Butter Band, a Tribute to the Allman Brothers

Acoustic Opening Act: Naomi Carman 

Announcing the exciting lineup for the  
2025                     Festival in Sycamore!

Saturday, July 19th

Mark Farner’s American Band!
Shooting Star

Acoustic Opening Act: Kevin Fox

Scan to learn more!

The Almond Butter BandHells Bells

Shooting Star Mark Farner

SPRING | 2025
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Maintenance Department

Steve Reutelshofer, 
Superintendent

513-792-7258 
sreutelshofer@sycamoretownship.org

One of the main responsibilities of a Township is to take care of its 
roads. Sycamore Township has 227 Township roads adding up to 
51.44 miles of roads to maintain. Milling and paving a road is an 
expensive process, which is why the Township has always strived 
to use alternate materials to extend the life of our roads and find  
alternative sources of funding for road and sidewalk projects. 

The events of 2020 did not slow us down. Instead, the last five years 
have seen those efforts go into overdrive! With the encouragement of 
the Board of Trustees, Road Superintendent Steve Reutelshofer and 
Assistant Superintendent Mike Gould have spent a lot of time and have 
been very successful in applying for and being awarded grants. These 
grants have helped fund both road and sidewalk projects as well as the 
many parks and recreation improvements discussed on page six.

Roads
In 2021, Sycamore Township conducted an ambitious Township-wide Road Improvement Program at a 
cost of $3 million dollars. A project that extensive was not easy to coordinate in such a short time but was  
successfully orchestrated to take advantage of a legislation change during the pandemic which  
briefly allowed the use of TIF dollars to repair local roads. This meant that we could spend $3 million to 
repair subdivision roads and it would be paid for by the  
business district as opposed to our residents’ tax dollars. 

The Township continues to have a road program in 
place every year to maximize the conditions of our roads 
and prevent any of them from falling into disrepair. In 
the last five years, we have made improvements to 80  
percent of Township roads including 15 miles of pavement  
resurfacing and 22.8 miles of pavement preservation 
treatment! In addition, we have taken advantage of 
COVID relief funds and Ohio Public Works Commission 
(OPWC) grants to make 437 feet of storm sewer 
improvements under roads on Donegal Dr., Gideon Ln., 
Mantell Ave., Wicklow Ave. and, in 2025, on Marieview 
Ct./Frane Lane.

8
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Maintenance Department

Sidewalks
With the help of COVID relief funds, SORTA, OPWC, 
and other grants, the Township has made tremendous  
progress in repairing existing sidewalks and building new 
sidewalks. From the south to the north, the Township 
has or will have built 33,000 feet of new sidewalks 
and made 38,200 feet of repairs to existing Township  
sidewalks. The walkability of the Township has been a  
priority for the Trustees, and it has been gratifying to see so 
many of our residents out and about getting exercise and 

walking to parks, churches, 
schools, and businesses.
Other upcoming projects 
to note include the 2025 
Traffic Signal Preemption 
Project which will help safety services get where they need to be quickly 
in an emergency; and the 2025/2026 High Point Subdivision Drainage 
Improvements Study.
In the last five years, $32 million has been spent on these and other infrastruc-
ture projects. The Township was able to fund almost half of that, or close to  
$16 million, through grants awarded and another $12 million (38%) with 
TIF funds generated by the business district.

2025 Trash Bash and Document Shredding
It’s spring-cleaning time, and Sycamore Township is here to help! The annual Trash Bash and Document 
Shredding events for Sycamore Township residents are back this spring! Maintenance staff will be present at 
the Trash Bash to assist residents with the disposal of trash, junk, debris, old tires, used motor oil, construction 
materials, furniture, lawnmowers, appliances, and electronics. Mattresses and box springs will also be accepted 
if they are wrapped in plastic or a plastic mattress bag. Oil-based paint, household chemicals, and pesticides 
will be accepted at the SOUTH TRASH BASH ONLY. Latex paint and yard waste, including brush and leaves, 
will not be accepted. Latex paint may be taken to Matthew 25 Ministries at 11060 Kenwood Road.

North Trash Bash
April 11 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
April 12  8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

McDaniel Sports Complex
7841 School Road

South Trash Bash
April 25 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
April 26  8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Bechtold Park
4312 Sycamore Road

Document Shredding
May 17

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Township Administration Building 

8540 Kenwood Road
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EMS/Fire Department

Fire Chief Rob Penny
513-792-8562

rpenny@sycamoretownship.org

At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in March, 2020, there were a lot of unknowns for 
Fire & EMS Departments. We all wondered how bad things would get. How will we keep 
EMS personnel from being exposed to infected patients? Will we be able to sufficiently 
staff our department if safety service personnel get sick and have to quarantine? What 
changes will we have to make within our department to ensure the safety and health of the 
citizens of Sycamore Township? 
While state and local governments tried to figure out how to navigate the  
uncharted territory of a global pandemic, Congress passed the CARES Act in 2020 and the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) in 2021. Both of these Acts established funds to provide 
economic assistance to state and local governments with certain restrictions on how the 
money could be spent.
Sycamore Township Fire and EMS rose to the challenge of dealing with this sudden public 
health crisis by adapting to ever-changing guidelines and, under the guidance of the Board 
of Trustees, came up with a plan to thoughtfully and responsibly maximize the CARES Act 
and ARPA funds to improve services for our residents during the pandemic and into the 
future. 
Following this plan, we have made tremendous technological and practical  
advancements that continue to benefit all Township Departments and the residents of 
Sycamore Township.

New Fire Truck and Ambulance
The Trustees had the foresight to encumber ARPA funds to place orders for a new 
fire truck and ambulance. The cost of new fire equipment has grown exponentially 
in recent years, with the Township’s order coming in at almost $1.5 million for both 
vehicles. The use of these funds to purchase desperately needed but very costly fire 
vehicles has enabled us to stay on schedule with the fire department’s capital plan 
and ensure that we have reliable and technologically advanced firefighting and EMS 
vehicles to serve the community.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
The Fire Department made great strides in developing an inventory of PPE, sanitizers, gear, and equipment to reduce  
contamination and better serve EMS patients, all of which we continue to use today. Our firefighters now have MSA Cartridges 
to eliminate contaminants when needed and two sets of turnout firefighting gear to change out should one set become con-
taminated. 
EMS Equipment
Prior to the pandemic we used grant money to purchase power cots for ambulances, which greatly reduces the 
risk of injury to Fire Department personnel when lifting and transporting patients. Our department uses a Lucas 
Device which is a battery-powered CPR machine that does chest compression nonstop,  freeing paramedics to 
assist the patient in other ways while CPR is being administered. The use of the power cot and the Lucas Device  
reduces the number of personnel in contact with a contaminated patient. We also have sterile gloves, gowns, eye  
protection, and boot covers for infected patients. Our ambulances are equipped with breathing treatment tents that isolate  
contaminants. We use a dispenser to keep medications sterile and eliminate the handling of drugs by multiple people. This 
not only increases sanitization but also reduces the possibility of human error.  
Training
Our Fire and EMS personnel have had multiple training courses to know the signs and symptoms and how to  
effectively treat a patient with a communicable disease and/or respiratory issues.  
Sycamore Township Trustees and our dedicated first responders have made it their priority to build and  
maintain a Fire Department that has the knowledge, training, and equipment to provide high-quality service to our  
community. None of our residents want an ambulance called to their home due to a medical emergency, however, if that  
happens, you can be confident that the Sycamore Township Fire Department is prepared to provide you with the best care 
possible. 
Welcome New Assistant Fire Chief
The Board of Trustees has hired Michael 
Fronimos as the Assistant Fire Chief in 
Sycamore Township. The new Assistant 
Chief will work alongside Fire Chief Penny to 
ensure that the Fire Department continues 
to bring our residents and business commu-
nity the best EMS and Fire Safety services. 
Assistant Chief Fronimos’ most recent posi-
tion was that of Fire Chief for the Fort Gratiot 
Charter Township Fire Department in 
Michigan. He has also worked in fire departments in North Dakota, Virginia, and Kentucky, and brings over 30 years of emergency 
services experience to Sycamore Township. Assistant Chief Fronimos is eager to get to know the community. He may be reached at  
mfronimos@sycamoretownship.org or 513-792-7267.

SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP | NEWS



As we reflect on the last five years 
in Sycamore Township, we can 
probably agree that what we  
experienced during the COVID-
19 pandemic was something 
we will tell our children and  
grandchildren about because 
it affected every aspect of life 
as we knew it. Terms like “social  
distancing”, “proper hand 
washing”, “booster shots”,  
“e-learning” and “Zoom meetings” 
all became the norm. During Covid, 
we had ample time to reflect introspectively and look at societal norms, both 
good and bad. Antiquated styles of policing and old tactics did not fit anymore. 
“Defund the police” was a term we heard frequently. Social unrest demonstrations 
across the nation demanded police reform. 
How did these events shape policing and affect how the Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
Office served Sycamore Township over the last few years? We simply got better. 
The HCSO realized there were areas where we could improve in order to continue 
to be the best police agency we could be for the communities we serve. 

Training
As a start, we implemented new required training for our deputies, 
with the purpose of better-serving society. We instituted Crisis 
Intervention Training (C.I.T.), Active Bystander for Law Enforcement 
Training (A.B.L.E), De-escalation and Minimizing Use of Force  
training, and Mental Health training to name just a few. We’ve 
taken great strides in educating our officers and bringing HCSO 
into the 21st Century. 

Technology
The Sheriff’s Office has also made improvements technologically. 
We implemented a new Records Management System (RMS) to 
improve our workflow and help communicate faster and better 
not only internally, but with you, the public. In the past, if you 
wanted a copy of a report, you had to physically obtain it by going 
downtown. Today, with our new RMS, it is as easy as uploading a 
document to your portable (cellular) device. We now have drones 
instead of helicopters which help us find criminal suspects and 

assist in locating critical missing individuals, such as those with dementia. When dealing with people in mental health 
crises, drones fly overhead instead of helicopters to minimize anxiety. We’ve improved our tasers and our firearms, 
body-worn camera systems, and dash camera systems and interconnected all of these tools to promote transparency. 
Officers’ actions are all caught on camera to ensure proper protocol is followed. The new tasers provide officers with 
less-lethal options to resolve or deter uses of force, something we all would like to see. 

HCSO At Your Service
Lastly, we strive to be more open to the community through  
engagement. We are working hard to be available to Sycamore Township 
residents. Your Trustees had the foresight to recognize the financial  
benefits of contracting with the Sheriff’s Office because we give you the 
best product at a reduced cost. Through this partnership, the Township is 
able to leverage HCSO resources such as RENU (Regional Narcotics Unit), 
Bomb Squad, K-9 Unit, and Investigation & Intelligence Division. In 2024 
alone we participated in over a dozen events in Sycamore Township and 
are planning more in the future. As your District Commander, I am in the 
process of developing new events such as “Coffee with a Cop”, “Books 
with Badges” and “Paletas con la Policia” (Popsicles with the Police) to 
reach and be available to as many of you as possible in 2025. We are 
committed to providing exceptional police services to you, our citizens.

11

Police and Crime Prevention
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Save the Dates!
Festival in Sycamore 2025

July 18 & 19 
6:00 p.m. to Midnight

FRIENDLY 
REMINDERS

Bring the whole family to the Touch a Truck event behind the Township Administration 
building on Saturday, June 14th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The kids will love seeing 

the fire trucks, dump trucks, Sheriff’s vehicles, and more! 

12SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP | NEWS

Photos from 2024 Touch-a-Truck Event


